Grand Final Teams Decided

The Saints Football Club ran over the top of a gallant Towns outfit on the weekend to set-up a rematch with the Bulls in next weeks Belt-Up Cup Grand Final.

The Saints made some changes to last week’s team that was beaten by the Bulls, deciding to bring in players that were suited more to an in and under style of play and it worked, the team fought every contest with some hard tackles laid and scrambling for the ball at ground level evident.  The first half was tight and scrappy; there was no dominant side as the ball bounced from backline to backline, where two veterans showed how it was done.  Down one end Micklo McKenzie for the Saints was the rock in defence that Towns couldn’t get past, he seemed to read the ball better than most and was constantly cutting off attacking runs and bombing the ball back up the ground.  His counterpart down the other end was Don Langdon who played a very similar type of game and showed a few of the younger boys that his legs still had the run in them to carry the ball out of the defensive 50.  The score at half time reflected the tight nature of the contest and the hard work done by both backlines; going into the main break the Saints lead by just 3 points; 3.5 (23) to 3.2 (20).

The premiership quarter was just that for the Saints as they found their running game again, holding Towns to just 3 behinds while they got 3 hard fought goals themselves.  The Saints big names started getting more of the ball, Mark Parriman was once again in great form and he seemed to be everywhere as he set-up plays out of defence while Lloyd Pigram sent the crowd into a frenzy when he slotted through a goal from the boundary line late in the quarter.  The Towns would not lie down though, Jed Harris and Nick Hammond kept them in the game as they gathered possessions in the middle and delivered to their forwards, but Mark Morgan as he has done so often this season, kept the Towns forwards quiet and stopped any chance they had of keeping the margin small as they approached the final term.  They were only two goals behind but in a heart breaking moment for the Towns, their old Full Forward Bobby Dudley kicked a goal on the siren to put the Saints 18 points up going into the last.

The last quarter was an arm wrestle as Towns tried to peg back the margin, they kicked a goal after an undisciplined 50M penalty to get back to 12 points and then, in what could have been a game turning decision, a mark was not paid deep in their forward line after a Towns player punched a ball then dove forward and grabbed it.  It rebounded out of defence and that man Dudley bobbed up again to kick another.  After that Towns legs seemed to desert them as Saints ran over the top and you could sense the crowds excitement as the clock ticked down.  Another goal to Dudley sealed the game giving him a tally of 5 and then the crowd erupted signalling the end of Towns 2005 season and sending the Saints into next weeks Grand Final to meet the Bulls. 

It is interesting to note that next week the two Grand Finalist teams will be training on the same oval all week due to a lack of facilities. I would think that this is the only league in Australia where this happens!  When was that new oval due?

