Bulls Into The Grand Final


The Broome Bulls are the first side into this year’s Grand Final after they beat minor Premiers Saints by 17 points on Saturday in a tactical display of football.


The first quarter was a torrid affair, with both sides trying to get the early ascendency and it was the Bulls who went into the first break with a 1-goal lead.  The second quarter was just as physical, the attack on the ball was great to watch until half-way threw the quarter when Saints Full Forward Marcell Wyne decided to play the man and ran through Bulls big man Josh Mongoo after he’d taken a mark.  Mongoo was knocked unconscious and was taken to hospital with a broken jaw, but luckily for him and his family there was no damage to his spine. It was a cowardly hit from a player just back from a 12-week reduced to 6 week striking charge earlier this year.  The rest of the Bulls lifted after seeing their teammate stretchered from the ground and they put on 5 goals to 2 to give them a 4-goal lead at the main break.  

The third quarter was a real arm wrestle with only 3 goals scored as it bounced between both back lines.  The Bulls knew they had to restrict Saints running game in order to win and they threw themselves into packs and onto the ball in an attempt to slow down the play and retain possession.  None showed this more than Trent Keen at full back for the Bulls, each foray into Saints 50 saw the big guy spoil and scramble on the ground, stopping the followers around the edges of the pack from getting an easy goal and allowing his half back line to run the ball out. The Saints would not lie down though and led by Mark Parriman through the centre, they peppered the goals kicking 2 to 1 to go just 18 points behind and setting up a nail bitting last quarter.  They continued to attack the goals narrowly missing several opportunities, but the Bulls back line held their nerve and smothered all attempts at scoring.  With just three minutes remaining Bulls lead by 5 points, one goal by Saints would win it for them but they could not find the big sticks.  The ball rebounded to the other end and the crowd witnessed the mark of the year as Cliff Galliers launched himself into the atmosphere to take the screamer and set up a goal that was the nail in the coffin for Saints.

Final Scores

Bulls

11.3
69




Saints

8.4
52


Earlier in the day Towns set up a Preliminary final berth with a well drilled display of football to end Bombers great season.


Towns showed that finals is a whole new ball game, their delivery around the ground was first class, giving the forwards ample opportunity to score and their discipline was in stark contrast to Bombers, who started arguing with each other and the umpire as the game slipped away from them.  For the Towns Sparky put in a Best on Ground Performance while the old campaigner Charlie Dick showed he still has the gift, dodging players and bombing it into goals like a colt.  They will go into next week’s game full of confidence, while the Saints will have to regroup and get theirs back.

